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October 1, 2002 
CHARLESTON -Andy Schwartz, an Eastern Illinois University graduate student in 
mathematics, will discuss the history and influence of Mayan mathematics in a lecture at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, in the Oakland Room of the University Union. 
Admission to this event, being held in conjunction with Latino Heritage Celebration 2002, 
is free, and the public is invited to attend. 
His lecture will compare Mayan mathematics with other math systems such as Greco-
Roman, Arabic and Oriental. He also will give a detailed discussion of the unit zero as well as 
the Mayan calendar, considered the most accurate when compared to Greco-Roman. 
"The Mayans were the first culture to develop the unit zero," Schwartz explained. "There 
were certain things Mayans discovered that they were not given the proper credit for, basically 
because their culture was destroyed," he said. 
The Mayans were a culture that was very inclined to using their mathematical system. 
Schwartz will describe why this is and how mathematics influenced the culture. 
For information regarding this lecture, contact Isabel Castro at 581-6692. 
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E astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional, residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than lO,OOO students in undergraduate and graduate programs. 
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural 
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellen<?e attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse population and a 
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology. 
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